NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
OF GONZALES COUNTY UNDERGROUND WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT ON PROPOSED ADDITIONS AND AMENDMENTS TO THE
DISTRICT’S DRAFT RULES

The Gonzales County Underground Water Conservation District (“the District)
will hold a public hearing for the purpose of receiving comments on proposed
additions and amendments to the Draft Rules of the District.

The Board of Directors will take public comment on the proposed amendments to
the Draft Rules on August 13, 2024, at the District office located at 522 Saint
Matthew Street, Gonzales, Texas. The public hearing will begin at 5:30 pm,
before the Regular Board Meeting. Agenda is as follows:

Call to order.

President of the Board to make comments.

Receive comments from the public on the District’s proposed Draft Rules.
Discussion of other items of interest by the Board and direction to management.
Adjourn.

Rl

GCUWCD August 13, 2024, Public Hearing Draft Rules and Regular Board
Meeting

Aug 13,2024, 5:30—7:00 PM (America/Chicago)

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://meet.goto.com/180276653

You can also dial in using your phone.

Access Code:

180-276-653

United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073

United States: +1 (646) 749-3129

Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install

Copies of the proposed additions and amendments to the Draft Rules of the
District are available at the office of the Gonzales County Underground Water
conservation District, 522 Saint Matthew Street, Gonzales, Texas, from 8:00 am
to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

Written comments should be submitted to the General Manager, P.O. Box 1919,
Gonzales, TX 78629 by August 13, 2024, at 12:00 pm, or presented at the
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Proposed Amendments to the Gonzales County
Underground Water Conservation District Rules

(1) The following definitions in Section 2 DEFINITION OF TERMS are amended to read as follows:

“Domestic use” shall mean use of water by an individual or up to four households utilizing a single well a
househeld-to support domestic activity. Domestic Sueh-use may include water for drinking, washing, or
culinary purposes; for irrigation of lawns; or of a family garden andfor orchard; for watering of domestic
animals: and for water recreation, including aquatic and wildlife enjoyment. If the water is diverted, it must
be diverted solely through the efforts of the user. Domestic use does not include water used to support
activities for which consideration is given or received or for which the product of the activity is sold.

(2) Amend Rule 2.A.3. to read as follows:

A sample of the Public Participation Form is attached hereto as “Appendix E.” =E

(3) Amend Rule 5 is amended by amending subsections A and D, and inserting new subsection F (and re-

lettering subsequent subsections) to read as follows:

A. A water well used or to be used solely for domestic use or for providing water for livestock or
poultry that is either drilled, completed, or equipped so that it is incapable of producing more
than 25,000 gallons of groundwater per day (17.5 GPM) is exempt from the requirements to st
obtain a drilling permit or an operating permit.

D. A water well used solely to supply water for fracking a formation through a completed oil or gas
well permitted by the Railroad Commission of Texas is exempt from the requirement to obtain a
drilling permit or operating permit provided that the person holding the Railroad Commission
permit is responsible for drilling and operating the water well and the water well is located on the
same lease or field associated with fracking operation. In the Yegua-Jackson Aquifer, the exemption
only applies if the water well is completed and screened at a depth below 350 feet. and-the-water
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A water well used solely to supply water for a rig that is activelv engaged in drilling a water

well is exempt from the requirement to obtain a drilling permit and an operating permit.

(4) Amend Rule 6.B. to read as follows:

B.

Export of water outside the District from annexed water wells that serve as public water utility
supply wells shall be limited to 5,000 acre—feet of water per year in the aggregate and shall pay
a fee to the District in accordance with Section 36.122(e-2), Water Code. The export fee rate will
be included in the District’s fee schedule established by Board resolution. Export fees will be
assessed monthly based on the amount of groundwater exported from the District in the preceding
month. Monthly fees are due in the District office by the 30th day of the following month. If the
amount of groundwater produced and exported is not metered during the month reported, or if any
meter fails during that month, the fee shall be based on 1/12 of the annual authorized export permit
amount. See attached Appendix D - Production and Transportation Fee Schedule. shal-pay-an
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(6) Amend Rule 10.D. by striking subsection 17:

(7) Amend Rule 10 by amending, subsection E.3 and adding a new subsection H to read as follows:

3

In order to ensure no unreasonable effects on existing groundwater and surface water resources
or existing permit holders, the District shall require a mitigation plan, acceptable to the District,
to be included in the application to mitigate the effects of the drawdown of artesian pressure or
the level of the water table upon the registered or permitted well owners potentially affected by

that water well or wells.

isteiet.—The plan shall include but not be
limited to:

a. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and operating permit in
the event that pumping causes the water level in a registered or permitted well to drop to an
unacceptable level.

b. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and operating permit in
the event that the pumping from the permitted well causes the water to become objectionable
or renders the water unusable to a registered or permitted well owner.



¢. The actions and procedures to be taken by the holder of the drilling and operating permit in
the event that pumping causes the well casing or equipment to be damaged so that the
recorded quality or quantity of water cannot be produced by the registered or permitted well
owner.

d. The plan shall also include measures to be taken in cases where the reduction of artesian
pressure causes an emergency to arise which may threaten human or animal health safety or
welfare,

e. The plan shall also contain a specifically enumerated time schedule for the execution of the
mitigation plan.
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H. The District will cease accepting applications for new permits or amendments to increase existing
permits at any point the General Manager determines water levels have declined below the Desired
Future Condition goals. The General Manager’s determination shall be reviewed and either ratified
or repealed by the Board of Directors at the next regular Board meeting.

(8) Amend Rule 11.E.2 by adding a new subsection k to read as follows:

k. Wellhead meters shall be calibrated in accordance with Texas Commission on_Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) requirements and shall be reported to the District within 30 days of such
measurements. Calibrations of wellhead meters shall be performed by qualified third-party
personnel using a Doppler shift flow meter. The meter shall have a certified calibration within |
year of the test date. A copy of the calibration certificate shall accompany the test results.

(9) Amend Rule 13 by amending subsection A and F.3 to read as follows:

3. Permittees shall pay a fee to the District in accordance with Water Code section 36.122(e-2). The
export fee rate will be established by Board resclution, and the fee rate will be included in the
District’s fee schedule. Export fees will be assessed monthly based on the amount of groundwater
exported from the District in the preceding month. Monthly fees are due in the District office by the
30th day of the following month. If the amount of groundwater produced and exported is not metered
during the month reported, or if any meter fails during that month, the fee shall be based on 1/12 of



10) Amend rule 13.B.3.h.

the annual authorized export permit amount. See attached Appendix D - Production and
Transportation Fee Schedule

by repealing subdivision (12):

(11) Amend Rule 14.B.2.(i) by repealing subdivision (14):

(14) Allotherrelevant-information-requested-by-the-General-Manager:

(12) Amend Rule 16.A. to read as follows:

A,

No person may drill, complete, equip or rework a well or borehole without having a current Texas
Water Well Driller’s license or Texas Pump Installer’s license. Any person who drills, completes.
equips or reworks a well or borehole shall comply with the Rules and Regulations of the District,
State or Federal agencies or political subdivisions having jurisdiction, including but not limited to the
statutes and rules of the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) and the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). A copy of the Texas Water Well Driller’s license
or Texas Pump Installer’s license shall be provided to the District.

(13) Amend Rule 18.B.6.b. to read as follows:

b. Individual well production rates or aggregated wellfield production totals may not exceed are
allewed-to-inerease-up-to-150% of 1/12th of the annual permitted production amount and may not
exceed the annual permitted production amount. tate-duringpeak-demand-periods:

(14) Amend Rule 19 to read as follows:

RULE 19 - MONITORING AND REGULATION UNDER DESIRED FUTURE CONDITIONS

A.

Aquifer Desired Future Conditions

The District’s goal is to achieve the Desired Future Conditions (DFCs) for each aquifer listed
below. To accomplish the purposes of Texas Water Code Chapter 36. and to achieve the stated
purposes and goals of the District, including managing the sustainability of the aquifers and
preventing significant. sustained water-level declines within the aquifers, the District shall manage
total eroundwater production on a long-term basis to achieve the applicable desired future
condition. The District may establish production limits on new regular permits or any permit
amendments to increase groundwater production. All permits and permit amendments are issued
subject to any future production limits adopted by the District.

Each January. the Board will determine if the District is achieving the desired future condition to

determine if production limitations are needed and will consider:




(1) the modeled available groundwater determined by the executive administrator;

(2 the executive administratot's estimate of the current and projected amount of groundwater
produced under exemptions granted by District Rules and Section 36.117, Water Code:

(3) the amount of groundwater authorized under perm its previously issued by the District;

(4 a reasonable estimate of the amount of groundwater that is actually produced under permits
issued by the District; and

(5) yearly precipitation and production patterns.

When aquifer levels drop below the desired future condition level the Board shall review the

considerations in subsection (b) prior to renewing operating_permits. _Lf the Board determines
aquifer_conditions require adjustments to achieve the desired future condition. the board will
establish production limits for all wells required to be metered according to the following schedule:

) if aquifer levels are more than one foot but less than two feet below the goal level annual
production shall be reduced by 5 percent from the amount authorized by the permit:

(2) if aquifer levels are more than two feet but less than four feet below the goal level annual
production shall be reduced by 10 percent from the amount authorized by the permit; and

3) if aquifer levels are more than four feet below the ooal level annual production shall be
reduced by 20 percent from the amount authorized by the permit.

Production limits implemented under subsection (C) may be restored when the Board determines

aquifer conditions warrant allowing restoration. Production limits will be restored to the level the
Board determines will achieve the desired future condition.
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(15) Amend Rule 21.A and D to read as follows:

A. The District may require the owner or lessee of land on which an open, uncovered, or abandoned water
well is located to plug the water well permanently in accordance with these rules. Complete records shall
be kept and reports thereof made to the District concerning the plugging and capping of all water wells
drilled or reworked. Such records shall include an accurate Driller’s plugeing log. Such records shall be
filed with the District, within sixty (60) days after the plugging or capping.

D. Reasonable expenses incurred by the District in plugging or capping a water well constitute a lien on the
land on which the water well is located. The Board shall consider the availability of state funds to assist
in plugging or capping any water well and may on its own motion bear some or all of the expense of the
plugging or capping of any water well. The District may budget funds that may be used to assist
landowners located within the district in plugging and abandoning deteriorated wells. The District may
pay for a portion of the costs to complete the plugging and abandonment of the well in accordance with
the then-current Water Well Plugging Fund and Policy Manual. Additional details about the Water Well
Plugging and Policy can be found in this manual.

a. The District may provide a 99/1 cost share allowance (o a water well plugging fund participant.
The District may pay 99 percent of the costs to plug and abandon the water well, with the landowner
paying the remaining 1 percent of the costs.

b. The landowner must agree to pay the estimated one percent of the plugging and abandonment costs
before starting the plugging operations. The Landowner must also consent in writing to the District
placing a lien on the property equal to the amount of reimbursement due to the District. The District
will file a lien in the Gonzales County Deed Records and subsequently file a Release of Lien when
it receives the total amount due from the Landowner.

(16) Amend Rule 24.C. 1. to read as follows:

1. Completeness of an Application. An application shall be considered administratively complete if
it includes all required information; is signed; is accompanied by payment of all applicable fees,
including any penalties or past due fees; and includes any maps, documents, or supplementary
information required requested-by the Rules—Board-or-staff. A determination of administrative
completeness will be made by the General Manager.

(17) Amend the District Rules by repealing Rule 28:
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APPENDIX A

Penalties and Sanctions

APPENDIX D

Production and Transportation Fee Schedule

Date Range

Transportation Export Fee

Present-September 30, 2024

$0.025 per 1,000 gallons

October 01, 2024-September 30, 2025

$0.10 per 1,000 gallons

October 01. 2025-September 30, 2026

$0.20 per 1,000 gallons

October 01. 2026-Annually

3% increase per 1,000 gallons annually
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